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INTRODUCTION 
 
Cuatro Ciénegas has a long history of scientific research that uncovered its extraordinarily 
high biodiversity and endemism. Consequently, this small desert valley in the center of the 
Chihuahuan Desert is now globally recognized as an important center of extraordinary 
biodiversity and endemism. Scientific research is what brought the importance of this 
valley to the attention of the world, and now, with a great diversity of complex ecological 
and societal issues threatening the sustainability of this incredibly important ecosystem, a 
new epoch of research is required to help rescue it. 
 
History of Research in Cuatro Ciénegas 
 
The earliest written reports of research in Cuatro Ciénegas date to 1920 when the well-
known geologist, Walter Scott Adkins, of the University of Texas at Austin, was contracted 
by the then owner of water rights in the southeast part of the valley to inform him regarding 
how to value, extent and best ways to exploit the area’s water resources. Adkins produced 
an unpublished report that is archived (together with some photographs from his 
explorations) at the University of Texas’ Center for American History (Adkins 1920). 
Biological research began some years later with initial explorations and collections of E. G. 
Marsh in the 1930’s, but no publications came of these, except indirectly and much later. A 
few papers were published on regional archaeology, botany and herpetology in the 1940’s 
and 50’s, along with a thesis on fishes of the Río Salado (into which Cuatro Ciénegas now 
drains via canals) (Taylor 1956, Guerra 1952, Smith & Taylor 1950, Smith & Taylor 1948, 
Muller 1947, Gilmore 1947, Taylor et al. 1945, Shreve 1944, Schmidt & Owens 1944, 
Shreve 1942, Muller 1942). It wasn’t until the 1960’s and 1970’s that intensive biological 
surveys got underway and started documentating the surprising biodiversity and the 
evolutionary history that produced it. These efforts were largely carried out under the 
initiative of Dr. W. L. Minckley, who obtained significant monetary support from the 
National Science Foundation of the U.S., and brought many colleagues to the basin to 
collaborate with him. Minckley thus contributed personally to, and actively promoted 
through others, the production of a substantial body of valuable descriptive literature on the 
natural history of the valley. 
 
The 1980's and 1990's saw relatively little research activity, but renewed efforts began in 
the late 1990's and continued at a high level to present. Again, these efforts were driven by 
independent initiatives and external, independently obtained funding. Hendrickson and 
Marks obtained funding from The Nature Conservancy for ecological studies and renewed 
inventory of aquatic systems. Shortly afterward, an independent group let by Elser and 
Souza obtained funding from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration of the 
U.S. to conduct studies related to the origin of life (stromatolite ecology and evolution) and 
life in extreme environments (spring and deep aquifer microbiology). An Italian group, La 
Venta Explorazioni Geografique, and many other researchers, far too numerous to name 
individually, have also made significant contributions. The currently high level of research 
activity was made obvious to all at the first meeting Cuatro Ciénegas researchers in August 
2004 (see http://www.desertfishes.org/cuatroc/junta/2004 for more information). Organized 
by Dean Hendrickson and the APFFCC with support from diverse conservation 
organizations, this meeting consisted of 32 oral papers and 10 posters that were presented 
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by a broad spectrum of researchers currently working in the basin. Throughout the 3 day 
event it was estimated that local residents comprised > 50% of the audience of 150 – 200 
persons. Community involvement was especially notable in the discussion that preceded 
closure of the meeting, with many individuals expressing considerable interest in learning 
more, suggesting areas for additional research, and especially seeking ways to both become 
more involved in research, and hoping to see more events like the researchers meetings, at 
which current research results are presented and interpreted for the local residents. 
 
Justification for establishment of a Research Center 
 
The earlier periods of intensive research clearly illustrates the basic value of research. 
Without that early research, obviously the importance of the valley as a biodiversity and 
endemism hot spot would not have been recognized, and perhaps the Protected Area would 
not have been declared and the valley’s resources would have been much more heavily 
impacted by now. The earlier work, and to some extent the recent research, also illustrate 
factors that have limited the value of research and affected its application in management. 
Much of the research has been done by U.S. researchers who conduct their fieldwork 
largely in isolation from the local community, and who publish their results in English 
language journals inaccessible to the local populace. Certainly with regards to the early 
research, local residents were generally left ignorant of both the process of scientific 
research and of the results of the work of many researchers, and almost always ignorant of 
the relevance of such research to them. Suddenly, however, they discovered how relevant 
the research really was to them when if formed the basis for the government’s declaration 
of the valley as a Protected Area, a move that carried direct, tangible, and often negative 
effects on residents’ daily lives. Not only were some activities now directly restricted, but 
indirect impacts also became more apparent. As the world learned of this amazing place, 
tourism increased, and new economic opportunities presented themselves, along with 
related new problems. At the same time, independent new social reforms created totally 
new potential threats to the valley's biodiversity and traditional regional human lifestyles, 
and a whole new level of complexities confronted local residents and managers of the 
Protected Area.  
 
In summary, intense controversy surrounded the declaration of the Protected Area from the 
start, and continues to present. Opinions regarding solutions to these problems always 
abound, but it is clear that today's highly complex and pressing questions require sound 
scientific information that can only be provided by strong, independent research programs 
and effective dissemination of their results. While local residents are certainly now better 
informed regarding the reasons why the Protected Area was declared and now know more 
about the area’s endemic biodiversity, current research is complex and remains little 
understood by local residents. The majority of researchers are little more involved in the 
local community than has been the case for decades, and the local community little more 
involved in research than before. Consequently, researchers still lack a thorough 
understanding of local needs and concerns and locals largely fail to fully appreciate what 
the researchers are doing or how the research they do might be applied in ways that would 
benefit the local community. It is not only the local community that fails to understand the 
value of much of the research, but the local management community is also not fully 
apprised of the outcome of research. Currently, coordination between researchers and the 
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local and management communities falls far short of what would be most beneficial to all. 
Researchers strive to publish their results in the peer-reviewed literature, and often then 
consider their jobs done, but in actuality, much work remains to be done to interpret and 
convey the results of the research to the public and management institutions. 
 
Recently high levels of research have clearly demonstrated other reasons to establish a 
Research Center. Several relatively large, but independent projects began in the late 1990’s, 
and operated initially almost totally independently, with nearly non-existent coordination. 
Researchers would sometimes cross paths in the field or at the Reserve office, but there 
were very limited exchanges. These independent researchers and their students were finally 
brought into contact via an invitation to share in the rental and utilization of a house that 
was initially rented by Hendrickson. By sharing living facilities during two summers of 
intensive field work, new productive exchanges were initiated and new collaborative 
ventures born. This new community of researchers, many of them graduate and 
undergraduate students, began to expand as each team started bringing more and more 
participants. Volunteers began to proliferate and provide valuable help as each team 
promoted their work at their home institutions and at professional meetings. With a now 
large core group of researchers living and working together at the rented house, new 
volunteers were comfortable arriving and being guided by those already working in the 
basin, and the team began to grow rapidly. Many of those who presented their own original 
research at the recent Researchers meeting began their independent projects following 
initial visits as volunteers working for others.  
 
The data in Table 1 are known to be incomplete, but here one can see the list of those who 
have used the rental house since summer of 1998. At least 302 persons have occupied the 
house a total of 4,520 person days while doing field research in the basin. Over the 6 year 
period, this averages about 753 person days/per year. It is important to point out that this 
list reflects only those who have arrived at the house via collaborations of some sort with 
one or the other of 3 or 4 principal investigators. Until recently, the house has not been 
made widely available to other researchers, who, of course, are many, as illustrated at the 
Researchers’ Meeting. We are fully convinced that upon publicizing availability of low-
cost field station accommodations to the entire research community we will see a rapid 
increase in utilization of the facility. 
 
The Researchers’ meeting was an undisputed success by all measures. All researchers, 
many for the first time, became aware of what other researchers were doing, and many new 
friendships and potentially collaborations, were established. Perhaps most importantly, 
though, many researchers made new contacts with members of the local community 
interested in becoming more involved in research and in working with the researchers to 
help them interpret their work for the local community. We are firmly convinced that 
further institutionalization of interactions among researchers, managers and the local 
populace is the most effective way to increase the research done in the area and maximize 
its value for sustaining the valley's biocomplexity. Our long histories of experience 
conducting research in Cuatro Ciénegas and attempting to help manage its natural 
resources, clearly indicate that establishment of a permanent Research Center, with a two-
pronged mission to (1) facilitate research and (2) to work with local communities to 
improve transfer of knowledge between researchers and the local community, is critical for 
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the long-term sustainability of a healthy Cuatro Ciénegas ecosystem. By better integrating 
the various communities - researchers, managers, and local residents - we seek to not only 
promote increased research activity in the region, but to also facilitate the bridging of the 
communications gap between researchers and the local community. We aspire to educate 
the local public as to the value of research, make the products of research more readily 
available to all, and to help the researchers better understand local needs so they might 
better help find solutions. We hope to facilitate such improved and expanded interactions 
between the local populace and the research community in large part by obtaining support 
to hire a field station coordinator, who can serve as liaison between the researchers and 
local educators,  
 
IMMEDIATE GOALS / OBJECTIVES 
 
Promote and facilitate scientific research 
Facilitate links among researchers and between the researchers and local community 
Compile scientific information (library of books, reprints, maps and photos) 
Create opportunities for scientific interchange (workshops, conferences, social events, 
participation in research programs, other activities) 
Generate data bases for species, groups and basic information (GIS) 
Involve researchers and local people in local education programs 
Assist field work for researchers 
 
PLANS 
 
At this point in time, we seek only adequate support to continue renting an adequate facility 
in order to continue and expand the functions of the houses we have been renting in Cuatro 
Ciénegas since 1998. We do, however, envision establishing as soon as possible a long-
term agreement among interested participants that will allow us to accomplish that 
immediate goal and to plan for expansion and improvement of the facility over a longer 
period. Eventually we aspire to obtain support to build a complete research station with 
laboratory, kitchen, dormitory and meeting facilities designed by the researchers and local 
participants for their particular needs. We feel that infrastructure not unlike that of the very 
successful Field Station run for over 50 years by the American Museum of Natural History 
near Portal, Arizona is attainable in Cuatro Ciénegas. In fact, the research activity at the 
rented field station house in Cuatro Ciénegas (Table 1) already approaches the activity 
levels of that major research station as described in recent publications (Sherbrooke & 
Sherbrooke 2003) (included in Appendix 1). We propose that the SWRS is an appropriate 
model for management of a Cuatro Ciénegas research station. The SWRS website 
(http://www.research.amnh.org/swrs/) provides complete additional information about that 
facility and how it functions. We anticipate inviting the recently retired Director of the 
SWRS, Dr. Wade Sherbrooke, to become a member of the Cuatro Ciénegas Research 
Station’s advisory board. 
 
OVERSIGHT AND PROFESSIONAL GUIDANCE 
Views and perspectives of active research scientists will be incorporated into the programs 
and development of future planning of Station Activities via establishment of a Scientific 
and Local Community Advisory Committee comprised of international research scientists 
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and selected representatives of diverse segments of the local community serving rotating 
volunteer terms. Initially, this Committee will provide input regarding development of the 
Research Station’s mission and management plan, and later will focus on helping to refine 
management to maximize goal attainment and research and outreach productivity. The 
Committee will also be asked to help seek funding for the maintenance and activities of the 
Station. The Administration of the Station will provide annual reports to the Advisory 
Board. 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
Coordinator / Manager – salary of a person who will be charged with  
 

1. maintain the physical facility 
2. coordinate with all members of the Research Center Consortium (Sponsors / 

donors) 
3. report to the Research Consortium 
4. Coordinate and facilitate visits and work of researchers 
5. Facilitate liaisons and interactions between researchers and local community 

a. Workshops with local teachers 
b. Participation of local students and interested residents in research 
c. Development and implementation of education projects and exhibits in 

coordination with interested local collaborators and researchers 
6. Maintain data on facility utilization and production (visits, activities, participants, 

contact information, researchers database) 
7. Maintain data useful to researchers and locals (library, bibliography, reports, maps, 

photos, GPS / GIS database, etc.) 
8. Maintain institutionally owned equipment. 
9. Publish regular communications with researchers and interested others (newsletter) 

 
(skills sought in the person hired into this position include – bilingual, science background 
(minimo licenciatura), good computer and internet skills, good interpersonal skills (for 
coordination with locals, researchers, etc.), some knowledge of the basin and its 
conservation issues and major players.  
 
MONTHLY BUDGET  
 
The following figures are based on the current rental of the house that has been serving for 
3 years as a field station. A vehicle (1979 Chevy 4x4 double cab truck) donated by 
University of Texas to DeSuValle that can continue to serve as the station’s field vehicle, 
but it requires considerable maintenance. It is not highway-worthy, but adequate for travel 
from town to field sites. The house is equipped with basic field sampling gear for fishes and 
aquatic invertebrates for UT-based research projects, and that equipment can remain. Some 
limited additional equipment and supplies will be required in the near future, but are not 
included in the following budget, which consists only of recurring monthy expenses based 
on recent experience.  
 
Rent $4,500 
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Utilities (includes elec., water, gas, phone, Internet) $2,200 
Salary of caretaker* $4,400 
Maintenance (house / truck) $1,650 
Insurance $330 
Cleaning $660 
Travel $330 
  

Total $14,070 
 
 
New equipment and supplies that will be required in the future include a refrigerator and 
freezer, new kitchen equipment including microwave oven, computer, maps, GPS 
receivers, and transformers. Eventually a new vehicle will be required. 
 
Currently, the Area Protegida has been providing administrative (but not financial) support 
and encouragement. Desuvalle A.C. has committed part of one person’s salary so that 
person can serve as the primary contact for the research station, pay all of the bills, 
coordinate with house users, and be sure the house is properly maintained and kept ready 
for use by arriving field crews. While this generous contribution from Desuvalle does not 
equate to the full-time Research Station manager that we feel will be eventually required, 
the current arrangement is adequate to allow the house to continue to function as it 
currently does. Expenses are currently being paid from grants to Dean Hendrickson that end 
in June of 2005, and from a grant from Desert Fishes Council. At the time of drafting of 
this proposal, basic expenses are covered through at least July of this year, and we are 
seeking continued funding from other interested sponsors. Desuvalle is committed to 
continue serving as administrator of the Research Station. It is anticipated that the Desert 
Fishes Council members will continue funding a research station at some level in the 
future, but there has been no commitment as yet, and any significant decision by that group 
cannot be taken until the annual meeting (in Cuatro Ciénegas) in November of 2005. A 
number of local educators have promised to help develop liaisons between researchers and 
local students, but until a more permanent station is established and formal management 
plan is in place, such liaisons remain difficult to manage. 
 
If funding can be secured to keep the rental house functioning as a field station for at least 
one more year, and a formal agreement among sponsors can be signed by all contributors to 
formally establish a nascent field station, Hendrickson and other researchers will work with 
Desuvalle and an advisory board to manage the facility and produce proposals for 
additional external funding. Prior to formal establishment of a field station and 
demonstration by local interests of sincere interest in supporting such a venture, it will be 
difficult to secure significant external funding, however, we feel that external funding can 
be obtained to move the facility toward greater permanence. 
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Table 1 – Utilization history of house rented and managed as a field station for students and colleagues of Dean Hendrickson (UT), Jane Marks (NAU), and James Elser (ASU) 
 

e-mail full name student / prof. visit status research topic affiliation 

nu
m

be
r o

f p
eo

pl
e 

nu
m

be
r o

f d
ay

s 

pe
rs

on
 d

ay
s 

 Laura Nancy Barrow undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 
Matthew Todde 
Bays undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 
Rodney Andrew 
Bradshaw undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Angelica Delgado undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 
Beatrijs Valerie 
Dewaard undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 
Christopher R. 
Elmore undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 
Amy Elizabeth 
George undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 April I. Harris undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

creature@mail.utexas.edu Jean Krejca graduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 
Colette Nadene 
Mellors undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 
Patina Kimberly 
Mendez undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 
Timica Rochell 
Patton undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 
Michelle Lynn 
Reeve undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Darin R. Rokyta undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 
Jessica Marie 
Rosales undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Dan Sabath graduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 
Murphy Gano 
Scurry undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 
Jason Timothy 
Seals undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 David Lorenz undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish University of Texas at 1 3 3 
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Sudradjad Austin 
 Stephanie ? graduate volunteer Fish Arizona State University 1 8 8 

 Jennifer Lee Alana undergrad class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

aaa@mail.utexas.edu  Allison Anderson M.S. employee Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 4 4 

 Elisa Beth Atarod undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

jcaxt@aol.com Julianne Axt High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 

bocklo@mail.utexas.edu  Lori Bockstanz Webmaster employee Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 10 10 

 
Damon Keith 
Broglie undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

Evan.Carson@asu.edu Evan Carson graduate researcher Fish Arizona State University 1 80 80 
strandbc@aol.com Strand Conover High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 

 
Natalie M. 
Cummings undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 
Maria Elizabeth 
Dahmus undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

jess_d@mail.utexas.edu  Jessica Dalby undergraduate volunteer Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 8 8 

Kris43@mail.utexas.edu Kristin Dean undergraduate volunteer Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 8 8 

tdudley@socrates.berkeley.edu Tom Dudley Ph.D. researcher Fish 
University of California, 
Berkeley 1 5 5 

hayduke7@hotmail.com  Scott Egan undergraduate volunteer Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 8 8 

 James Estrada undergraduate volunteer Fish Northern Arizona Univ 1 10 10 

 Addie Lynn Frets undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

marcusgary@mail.utexas.edu Marcus Gary undergraduate volunteer Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 8 8 

a.g.gluesenkamp@mail.utexas.edu Andy Gluesenkamp graduate volunteer Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 20 20 

ryh007@aol.com Darcy Harris High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 

aholloway@mail.utexas.edu  Alisha Holloway graduate volunteer Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 8 8 

mayleehsu@mail.utexas.edu  Maylee Hsu undergraduate volunteer Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 8 8 

Bruce.Hungate@nau.edu   Bruce Hungate Ph.D. researcher Fish Northern Arizona Univ 1 20 20 

sgjohnso@uno.edu Steve Johnson Ph.D. researcher Fish 
University of New 
Orleans 1 10 10 

tmk21@hotmail.com  Tonia Kittelson graduate volunteer Fish Earthwatch 1 10 10 

creature@mail.utexas.edu Jean Krejca graduate researcher Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 30 30 
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Sarah Adrienne 
Lang undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Karla Lara undergraduate volunteer Fish 
Instituto Tecnológico de 
Cd. Victoria, Tamps. 1 4 4 

 
Christoper Jason 
Lowe undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

bmadsen@utah.uswest.net Jed Madsen High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 
keelin_mcdonell@hotmail.com Keelin Mcdonnell High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 
W.MINCKLEY@ASU.EDU W.L. Minckley Ph.D. researcher Fish Arizona State University 1 8 8 

allecto@mail.utexas.edu Sheila Modi undergraduate volunteer Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 8 8 

Lyoness929@aol.com   Anna Nellis undergraduate volunteer Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 8 8 

 
John Matthew 
Pardue undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 
Amy Catherine 
Patterson undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 
Garner John 
Peterson undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 
Landon Joseph 
Peterson undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

mpoteet@socrates.berkeley.edu  Mary Poteet Ph.D. researcher Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 15 15 

 
Gregory Wade 
Putman undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

lizzard_at_home@yahoo.com  Stacia Rodenbusch undergraduate volunteer Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 8 8 

fishman@biomail.ucsd.edu Gil Rosenthal graduate volunteer Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 14 14 

samiam-ru@mail.utexas.edu  Sam Sadin undergraduate volunteer Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 8 8 

yarindou@hotmail.com  Yara Sanchez undergraduate volunteer Fish 
Instituto Tecnológico de 
Cd. Victoria, Tamps. 1 15 15 

noam@mail.utexas.edu  Noam Schroit undergraduate volunteer Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 4 4 

 Gary Phillip Scott undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Jennifer Paige Stahl undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

MS1064@swt.edu Matt Stephens graduate volunteer Fish Texas State University 1 40 40 

vvirta@mail.utexas.edu Valerie Virta undergraduate volunteer Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 10 10 

aster280@uts.cc.utexas.edu Tom Wendt Ph.D. researcher Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 4 4 

sfxwilliams@mindspring.com Claire Wiliams High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 
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yost@mhonline.net Christine Yost High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 

 
Zachary Aric 
Zamora undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 

35 other undergrads 
from Inst. Tec. de 
Cd. Victoria undergraduate volunteer Fish 

Instituto Tecnológico de 
Cd. Victoria, Tamps. 35 3 105 

 Aaron undergraduate volunteer Fish 
University of New 
Orleans 1 12 12 

 Garrett Hendrickson High School volunteer Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 40 40 
 Jacob Hendrickson High School volunteer Fish  1 60 60 
 Sherry Hendrickson  volunteer Fish  1 30 30 

sarahstaller@yahoo.com Sarah Staller High School Earthwatch Fish 
Earthwatch volunteer, 
then staff (2002) 1 20 20 

deanhend@mail.utexas.edu Dean Hendrickson Ph.D. researcher Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 250 250 

jennybirnbaum@hotmail.com  Jenny Birnbaum undergraduate volunteer Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 20 20 

ecd2@dana.ucc.nau.edu Eric Dinger graduate employee Fish Northern Arizona Univ 1 60 60 

r.caesar@mail.utexas.edu  Ryan Caesar undergraduate volunteer Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 30 30 

acohen@mail.utexas.edu Adam Cohen graduate employee Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 60 60 

garciadl@prodigy.net.mx 
Francisco Garcia De 
León Ph.D. researcher Fish 

Instituto Tecnológico de 
Cd. Victoria, Tamps. 1 20 20 

anabas@mail.utexas.edu Dawn Johnson graduate Earthwatch Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 10 10 

Jane.Marks@nau.edu  Jane Marks Ph.D. researcher Fish Northern Arizona Univ 1 40 40 

bigtoe@mail.utexas.edu  Francisco Martinez undergraduate volunteer Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 14 14 

imorales@mail.utexas.edu  Ivonne Morales undergraduate volunteer Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 8 8 

 Chris Williamson undergraduate volunteer Fish Northern Arizona Univ 1 50 50 

aaguev@latinmail.com  Aldo Guevara employee field assistant Fish/Turtles 
Instituto Tecnológico de 
Cd. Victoria, Tamps. 1 80 80 

cdhulsey@ucdavis.edu Darrin Hulsey graduate researcher Fish 
University of California, 
Davis 1 40 40 

abm8@dana.ucc.nau.edu Angie Moline graduate volunteer Fish Northern Arizona Univ 1 40 40 

iza@mail.utexas.edu Jarrod Scott undergraduate volunteer Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 8 8 

 Lucas Mceachron High School Earthwatch Fish/Vegetation Earthwatch volunteer 1 20 20 

creature@mail.utexas.edu Jean Krejca graduate Earthwatch Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 30 30 

char74@mail.utexas.edu Charlene Zvolanek employee employee Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 30 30 
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Rocio Inés 
Rodríguez Martínez graduate researcher Fish 

Instituto Tecnológico de 
Cd. Victoria, Tamps. 4 8 32 

 John Schampel Ph.D. researcher Invertebrates Arizona State University 1 60 60 
 James Watts graduate researcher Invertebrates Arizona State University 1 80 80 

smcgaugh@iastate.edu Suzanne Mcgaugh undergraduate researcher Turtles 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 156 156 

 Hamad Al-Khateeb undergrad class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Kate Behn undergraduate volunteer Fish Northern Arizona Univ 1 8 8 

 Jenny Birnbaum undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Melisa Delgadillo undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

metroutguy@aol.com                       Mike Edgar High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 

 Ginger Hsieh undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Mike Kerkman undergraduate volunteer Fish Northern Arizona Univ 1 8 8 
mickl@frontier.net                       Mick Lorusso High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 

 Francisco Martinez undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Luis Martinez undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

kmcilvoy@zianet.com                      Kiernan Mcilvoy High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 
vinitmodi@netscape.net                   Vinit Modi High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 

dmosier@tnrcc.state.tx.us Doyle Mosier M.S. volunteer Fish 

Texas Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Commission 1 3 3 

sosipova@sirius.com                      Alessandra Osipova High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 

 Allison Pease undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Peter Polsgrove undergraduate volunteer Fish Northern Arizona Univ 1 4 4 
sharifa1982@aol.com                      Sharifa Ramaileh High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 
 Stephanie Shively graduate volunteer Fish Northern Arizona Univ 1 8 8 
pacesetters@tcon.net                     Virginia Sorrell High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 
erintofte@hotmail.com Erin Tofte High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 

 Benjamin Walther undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Nathan Zorich undergraduate volunteer Fish Northern Arizona Univ 1 8 8 

 
Pedro Castillo 
Castillo undergraduate employee Fish 

Instituto Tecnológico de 
Cd. Victoria, Tamps. 1 10 10 

jessford@mail.utexas.edu Jessica Ford undergraduate volunteer Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 8 8 
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 Margarito Herrera undergraduate volunteer Fish 
Instituto Tecnológico de 
Cd. Victoria, Tamps. 1 4 4 

 Matthias Hess undergraduate volunteer Fish Northern Arizona Univ 1 40 40 
 Ted Hufstader High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 
 Leean Johns High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 
 Jaina Lundburg undergraduate volunteer Fish Northern Arizona Univ 1 10 10 
 Carol Marquardsen High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 

 Claudia Morales undergraduate volunteer Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 8 8 

 Jeff Nelson High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 
 Elissa Olimpi High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 
 Adam Oswald High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 
 Savannah Williams High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 

Sara.B.Albornoz@directory.reed.edu  
Sarah "Sari" 
Albornoz undergrad volunteer Turtles Reed University, Oregon 1 8 8 

luv_a_turtle@yahoo.com Ari Breish Research Assoc. volunteer Turtles 
Marshall University, 
Dept. Biology 1 5 5 

arbreisc@gw.dec.state.ny.us Al Breish Ph.D. volunteer Turtles 

NY State Dept. 
Environmental 
Conservation 1 5 5 

wbrown@skidmore.edu William Brown Ph.D. researcher Turtles 
Skidmore College, Dept. 
Biology 1 5 5 

jazzsshuz3@hotmail.com Kelsey Brown High School Earthwatch Fish/Turtles Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 

 
Susan Elizabeth 
Cameron undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 
Sandra L. Cook-
Hildreth undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

tiliqua2@earthlink.net Margie Crisp  volunteer Turtles Austin, Texas 1 20 20 

 Jasmine Quynh Dao undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

mderemoise2211 Peter Demoise High School Earthwatch Fish/Turtles Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 

gcdenny@hotmail.com Geoff Denny graduate volunteer Turtles 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 14 14 

 Jim Elser Ph.D. researcher Invertebrates Arizona State University 1 10 10 

 Ray Engeszer graduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

sarah_51385 Sarah Falck High School Earthwatch Fish/Turtles Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 

 Yarly Fassih-Nia undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 
Ben Michael 
Gartner undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

alice.gibb@nau.edu Alice Gibb Ph.D. researcher Fish Northern Arizona Univ 1 8 8 
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 Orlando Guevara undergraduate volunteer Fish 
Instituto Tecnológico de 
Cd. Victoria, Tamps. 1 4 4 

 Hansita Hansen undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 
Ana María 
Hernández undergraduate volunteer Fish 

Instituto Tecnológico de 
Cd. Victoria, Tamps. 1 4 4 

bivey37@hotmail.com Berry Ivey High School Earthwatch Fish/Turtles Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 
hmk2@dana.ucc.nau.edu Heidi Kloeppel graduate volunteer Fish Northern Arizona Univ 1 50 50 

 Kelli Ann Kutach undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Carmen Lesso undergraduate volunteer Fish 
Instituto Tecnológico de 
Cd. Victoria, Tamps. 1 4 4 

 Rick Mayden Ph.D. researcher Fish Saint Luis University 1 2 2 
joeym4569@hotmail.com Josephine Mwaura High School Earthwatch Fish/Turtles Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 

 
Alexandra Galt 
Myers undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Amy Persons undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Linda X. Phan undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

jbaritone@yahoo.com Joshua Rodriguez High School Earthwatch Fish/Turtles Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 

Jack_Siegrist@mail.utexas.edu Jack Siegrist undergraduate volunteer Turtles 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 80 80 

 Peter Sprouse  volunteer Fish Austin, Texas 1 4 4 

 
John Renway 
Strohmeyer undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

brookswanson@hotmail.com Brook Swanson graduate researcher Fish Northern Arizona Univ 1 60 60 

 Joseph Tomelleri M.S. 
artist (fish 
illustrator) Fish  1 2 2 

 Josh Trapani Ph.D. researcher Fish University of Michigan 1 10 10 

stuttle@skidmore.edu Sheila Tuttle graduate volunteer Turtles 
Marshall University, 
Dept. Biology 1 5 5 

 
Jennifer Lyn 
Wesolowski undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 
Heather Elaine 
Wright undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

jyan1884@yahoo.com Jason Yan High School Earthwatch Fish/Turtles Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 
supastar_me@hotmail.com Kim Zubris High School Earthwatch Fish/Turtles Earthwatch volunteer 1 10 10 
 XX La Venta group  researcher Hydrology Italy 10 14 140 

 Eddie Bonnell undergraduate volunteer  Turtles 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 36 36 

 Nancy Hernandez undergraduate volunteer Turtles 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 36 36 

 Suzanne Mcgaugh undergraduate researcher Turtles University of Texas at 1 34 34 
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Austin 
 Eric Dinger graduate researcher Fish Northern Arizona Univ 1 3 3 

 Chris Jaquette   Turtles 
Colorado State 
University 1 22 22 

 Shawn White graduate  Turtles 
Colorado State 
University 1 22 22 

 Hamilton Carmean graduate  Fish Texas State University 1 1 1 

 Wayne Dalchou? alumni  Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 2 2 

 Robin Havens   Fish 
Individual Contract 
Research Assistants 1 2 2 

 Jenn Thuss   Fish 
Individual Contract 
Research Assistants 1 2 2 

 Scottia Williams alumni  Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 2 2 

 
Pedro A. Castillo 
Castillo under volunteer Fish 

Instituto Tecnológico de 
Cd. Victoria, Tamps. 1 10 10 

andres_sandoval3@yahoo.com 

Andres Ismael 
Hernández 
Sandoval   Fish 

Instituto Tecnológico de 
Cd. Victoria, Tamps. 1 4 4 

 
Rocio Inés 
Rodriguez Martinez undergraduate researcher Fish 

Instituto Tecnológico de 
Cd. Victoria, Tamps. 1 4 4 

 
Francisco Garcia De 
León Ph.D. researcher Fish 

Instituto Tecnológico de 
Cd. Victoria, Tamps. 1 3 3 

 
Tania Yissel Flores 
Martinez undergraduate researcher Fish 

Instituto Tecnológico de 
Cd. Victoria, Tamps. 1 2 2 

 Jen Harden    Arizona State University 1 49 49 
 James Watts graduate researcher Invertebrates Arizona State University 1 53 53 

 Zita Maliga graduate researcher Stromatolites 
San Francisco State 
University 1 31 31 

 Evan Saint-Pierre    
University of California, 
Santa Cruz 1 21 21 

jacobh33@hotmail.com Jacob Hendrickson high school Student Fish 
LBJ High School, Austin, 
Texas 1 4 4 

 Luis Lipchak high school Student Fish 
LBJ High School, Austin, 
Texas 1 4 4 

 Eric Dinger graduate researcher Fish Northern Arizona Univ 1 7 7 
 Gricelda Meraz   Fish Northern Arizona Univ 1 7 7 

 
Aldo D Guevara 
Carrizales undergraduate Earthwatch  

Instituto Tecnológico de 
Cd. Victoria, Tamps. 1 16 16 

 
Orlando Guevara 
Carrizales undergraduate Earthwatch  

Instituto Tecnológico de 
Cd. Victoria, Tamps. 1 6 6 
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 Evan J. Campbell High School Earthwatch  Earthwatch volunteer 1 12 12 
 Kendra Davis High School Earthwatch  Earthwatch volunteer 1 12 12 
 Tyler Johnson High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 12 12 
 Rhoda E. Lugo High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 12 12 
 Taylor Morris High School Earthwatch  Earthwatch volunteer 1 12 12 
 Yhoko Ogawa High School Earthwatch Fish Earthwatch volunteer 1 12 12 
 Yi Zhang High School Earthwatch  Earthwatch volunteer 1 12 12 
 Evan Carson graduate researcher Fish Arizona State University 1 24 24 

 
Rene Cerritos 
Flores   Fish 

Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de México 1 8 8 

 
Antonio Cruz 
Peralta    

Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de México 1 8 8 

 Luis E. Eguiarte Ph.D. researcher  
Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de México 1 8 8 

 
Luis Felipe Eguiarte 
Souza    

Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de México 1 8 8 

 

Ana Elena 
Escalante 
Hernández    

Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de México 1 8 8 

 
Rodrigo González 
Chauvet    

Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de México 1 8 8 

 
Osiris Yuriko Rios 
Vargas    

Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de México 1 8 8 

 Aldo Vabia Vázquez    
Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de México 1 8 8 

 Marco Araujo    Soluciones ambiental 1 5 5 

 Claudia Silva    
Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de México 1 5 5 

souza@servidor.unam.mx Valeria Souza Ph.D. researcher  
Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de México 1 5 5 

 Mike Travisano Ph.D. researcher  University of Houston 1 5 5 

 Pablo Vinuesca  researcher  
Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de México 1 5 5 

 Geoff Denny graduate researcher Botany Texas A&M University 1 2 2 

 Sarah Jackson  researcher Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 2 2 

 Mike Moore graduate researcher Botany 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 2 2 

 Shirley Bartz undergraduate volunteer  Northern Arizona Univ 1 4 4 
 Eric Dinger graduate researcher Fish Northern Arizona Univ 1 4 4 
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brookswanson@hotmail.com Brook Swanson graduate researcher Fish Northern Arizona Univ 1 4 4 

 Jennifer Howeth graduate researcher Turtles 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 2 2 

jacobh33@hotmail.com Jacob Hendrickson High School volunteer  
LBJ High School, Austin, 
Texas 1 3 3 

jacksiegrist@yahoo.com Jack Siegrist undergraduate researcher Turtles 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 118 118 

 Andrés Almitán 
professional 
photographer volunteer   1 60 60 

 Lydia Breunig graduate researcher Sociology University of Arizona 2 90 180 
 Robin Havens undergraduate volunteer Turtles ICRA 1 10 10 

hellofromnancy@hotmail.com Nancy Hernandez graduate volunteer  Turtles 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 56 56 

jhoweth@mail.utexas.edu Jennifer Howeth graduate researcher Turtles 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 60 60 

 Darrin Hulsey Ph.D. researcher Fish 
University of California, 
Davis 1 45 45 

 Steve Johnson Ph.D. researcher Fish 
University of New 
Orleans 1 30 30 

 Nick Lang graduate researcher Fish Saint Luis University 1 5 5 

 Sidhartha Nag undergraduate researcher Sociology 
University of California, 
Berkeley 1 60 60 

 Suzanne Pierce graduate researcher Hydrology 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 20 20 

 
Juan Manuel 
Rodriguez-Martinez Ph.D. researcher Hydrology 

Universidad Autónoma 
de Nuevo León 1 18 18 

 Jack Sharp Ph.D. researcher Hydrology 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 4 4 

 Jenn Thuss undergraduate volunteer Turtles ICRA 1 10 10 

 Shawn White graduate  Fish 
Colorado State 
University 1 15 15 

 
15 hydrogeology 
students 

undergrad and 
graduate 

class, 
hydrogeology Hydrology 

University of Texas at 
Austin 15 4 60 

tracykgreene@yahoo.com Tracy Greene High School volunteer  
L.C. Anderson high 
School, Austin, Texas 1 3 3 

jacobh33@hotmail.com Jacob Hendrickson High School volunteer  
LBJ High School, Austin, 
Texas 1 3 3 

 Mohammed Akbani undergrad class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Katrina Cohen undergraduate volunteer Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Miguel Correa undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Ray Engeszer graduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 
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 Shanna Evans graduate researcher Hydrology 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

deanhend@mail.utexas.edu Dean Hendrickson Ph.D. researcher  
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Ray Huang undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Michael Marshall undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Mike Marshall undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Tisha Miller undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Ziba Rezaee undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Sina Safar undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Adam Witt undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Travis Wycoff undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Mónica González     1 14 14 
 Steve Danner    Northern Arizona Univ 1 3 3 
 Misty Dayzie    Northern Arizona Univ 1 3 3 
 Eric Dinger graduate researcher Fish Northern Arizona Univ 1 3 3 
 Ian Mckenna    Northern Arizona Univ 1 3 3 
 Scott Mckenna    Northern Arizona Univ 1 3 3 

 Lucas Mceachron undergraduate researcher Arundo 
Colorado State 
University 1 10 10 

 Suzanne Mcgaugh undergraduate researcher Turtles 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 10 10 

jeppesen_becky@hotmail.com Rebecca Jeppessen graduate field assistant Turtles  1 39 39 

 Chrissie Mckenney   Turtles 
University of Southern 
Mississippi 1 22 22 

 Shanna Evans graduate researcher Hydrology 
University of Texas at 
Austin 3 7 21 

 Chris Irle     1 7 7 

deanhend@mail.utexas.edu Dean Hendrickson Ph.D. researcher  
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 6 6 

 James Watts graduate researcher Invertebrates Arizona State University 1 33 33 

tracykgreene@yahoo.com Tracy Greene high school   
L.C. Anderson high 
School, Austin, Texas 1 7 7 

jacobh33@hotmail.com Jacob Hendrickson high school   
LBJ High School, Austin, 
Texas 1 7 7 

 Luis Lipchak high school  Fish 
Austin High School, 
Austin, Texas 1 7 7 
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 Afshan Miri high school  Fish 
LBJ High School, Austin, 
Texas 1 7 7 

 Rus Block  volunteer  Austin, Texas 1 3 3 

 Shanna Evans graduate researcher Hydrology 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 

Andres Ismael 
Hernandez 
Sandoval   Fish 

Instituto Tecnológico de 
Cd. Victoria, Tamps. 1 3 3 

 
Rocio Inés 
Rodriguez Martinez undergraduate researcher Fish 

Instituto Tecnológico de 
Cd. Victoria, Tamps. 1 3 3 

 Charlene Zvolanek employee employee Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

curteck@iastate.edu Curtis Eckerman Ph.D. volunteer Vegetation/Herps Iowa State University 1 5 5 

 Sesana Ramirez    
Universidad Autónoma 
Chapingo 1 5 5 

 Nicole Harris    
Austin Community 
College 1 4 4 

 Jennifer Howeth graduate researcher Turtles 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 4 4 

 Martin Schlaepfe   Turtles 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 4 4 

jacksiegrist@yahoo.com Jack Siegrist undergraduate researcher Turtles 
Southeastern Louisiana 
University 1 4 4 

 Brian Carlile undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Katrina Cohen undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Shanna Evans graduate researcher Hydrology Earthwatch volunteer  20 0 
flagel@iastate.edu Lex Flagel graduate volunteer Vegetation Iowa State University 1 5 5 

 John Hooge undergraduate class, ichthyology Fish 
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

 Brian Greene undergraduate researcher Sociology Wofford College 1 16 16 

 Krista Capps graduate 
prospective 
student Fish 

University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

deanhend@mail.utexas.edu Dean Hendrickson Ph.D. researcher  
University of Texas at 
Austin 1 3 3 

         
     TOTALS   4520 

 
 


































