
 

43rd Annual Meeting of the Desert Fishes Council 
Business Meeting Minutes 

Hermosillo, Mexico 
November 10, 2011 

 

16:15  The meeting was brought to order and moderated by President Heidi Blasius. 

- Executive Committee oversight resulted in minutes of last year’s business meeting not 
being available to the membership, approval of them was not possible.   These minutes, 
as well as those of all other meetings will be available in the near future. 

Executive Committee Reports 

Past President, Stewart Reid (substituting for, and presenting a report prepared together 
with, Executive Secretary Phil Pister, who was unable to attend):   

- We are doing “OK” - DFC is in secure financial condition with approximately $ 145,000 
in various funds. A more precise accounting will be made following the finalization of the 
various incomes and expenses of the annual meeting and year-end payments [see below].  
 

  General Funds:  $   71,529 
  Checking (BofA): $   29,499 
  Life Memberships: $   26,875 
  Minckley Fund: $   11,488 
  Total:   $ 139,391 as of 12/31/11 
 

- Travel funds. Use of travel funds is not limited to students or specifically for travel to 
annual meetings. Any member can request grant support for travel that addresses the 
mission of DFC - examples might include travel to other relevant professional 
conferences for the purpose of presenting a paper on desert fishes, visit to museum 
collections, collaboration with colleagues, site visit to provide technical assistance, or 
early development of a conservation/research project. In 2011, $400 in travel grants were 
awarded for travel to the annual meeting in Hermosillo, and S. Reid received a grant of 
$357 in partial reimbursement for travel to Bonita Creek AZ to provide technical 
experience and participate with BLM in their management of non-native fishes. 

- Conservations grants are available; however no applications were received in 2011. The 
DFC Conservation Grants Program supports projects that further the mission of the 
Council. Projects can include direct conservation activities, research, outreach, or 
equipment needed for these activities. Grant funds are dependent on annual interest 
available from the DFC Conservation Account, distribution of General Funds and 
donations. Multiple grants may be awarded annually in amounts of up to $1,000. Larger 
grants may be considered under special circumstances. For details see the website. 

- Members were asked to consider how to best use DFC's financial resources.  



Proceedings Editor, Dean Hendrickson: 

- Gave update on the proceedings. The bilingual volumes from the 2004 thru 2007 
meetings recently became the first to be published electronically on lulu.com, where 
bound hard copies can be purchased at cost for $7.00 - $8.00 each (+ shipping), or pdfs 
can be downloaded or viewed online for free. A link to the Proceedings on lulu.com will 
be added in the near future to the DFC website. It is anticipated that English-only 
volumes from subsequent meetings will be published electronically on lulu.com in the 
near future.  

- Lloyd Findley (co-editor) verified that future Spanish translations will be published 
subsequent to publication of English-only volumes as separate volumes (or issues) under 
Spanish-language covers (but under the same ISSN number). 

Areas Coordinator, Kathryn Boyer: 

- Kathryn identified the Area Coordinators and gave a brief overview of the Species 
Tracking tables now on the DFC website.   

Membership Secretary, Krissy Wilson:   

- Krissy reported three new lifetime memberships during the past year, David Propst, 
Astrid Kodric-Brown, and Shawn Goodchild.  Stewart suggested that everyone should 
pay membership dues every year whether planning to attend the annual meeting or not.  
Those in attendance think it is fine to send out a membership renewal reminder.  Linn 
Montgomery indicated we should include in the reminder what DFC supports with the 
income from memberships (such as grants, travel grants, student support, etc.). 

- Stewart Reid indicated that by having a consistent membership role, DFC can make the 
claim that we are members of a professional organization of so many members - the more 
members we have, the greater our voice and credibility.   

Program Secretary, Melissa Trammell:   

- Melissa reported that this year’s meeting included 34 presentations; 28 oral and six poster 
presentations. She thanked everyone for their participation, especially student participants 
from Mexican institutions.  

Member-at-Large, Shawn Goodchild:   

- Shawn offered to work on updating the e-mail list of DFC members to send membership 
renewal reminders regarding annual dues.  He reminded attendees that he represents the 
members and to please contact him if they have ideas, issues, questions, etcetera.   

President, Heidi Blasius:   

- Heidi indicated that Brian Kesner, DFC Webmaster, was unable to attend the meeting, 
but that he is open to suggestions for the website, and that he is working to complete the 
design, and populate the site with both old and new content.  The intent is to invite 
interaction from members and public at large via the website.  Peter Reinthal reminded 



folks that DFC also has a Facebook site.  Clayton Crowder indicated that he likes the 
website.   

- Heidi indicated that the Facebook page has 205 “Likes” from the US, Mexico, Canada, 
United Kingdom, India, Spain, and Italy.  Heidi encouraged everyone with a Facebook 
account to visit the site and “Like” it. 

- Heidi mentioned that the Minckley family would like to have the W. L. Minckley 
Conservation award presented at the Death Valley meeting. Nominations can be 
submitted at all times, but the award will only be given every three years. 

Local Host, Alejandro Varela-Romero  

- A map to the banquet at Restaurant Xochimilco was provided.  Alejandro thanked the 
meeting participants and also the students and colleagues from the University of Sonora. 
He also announced that the meeting made a small profit.  Constancias were given to 
Mexican participants.   

- A reminder to DFC members regarding the ongoing Biology Consortium at the 
University of Sonora was announced and members were encouraged to attend.  The 
Friday program began at 8:00am and vehicles would leave the hotel at 8:45am for anyone 
interested in going.  

- Eleven people signed up for the Saturday fieldtrip to Nacapule Canyon near San Carlos, 
Sonora.  The remaining seats were given to students. 

Student Award Winners: 

Miller Award:  Maria Theresa Carreon-Zapiain,  

Hubbs Award:   Carlos Ballasteros -Cordova  

Poster Award: Yolanda Castillo Ontiveros  

Future DFC Meetings: 

- In 2012, the 44th annual meeting will be held November 14-17, at Furnace Creek, Death 
Valley, California.   

- At the 2010 meeting Linn Montgomery and Alice Gibb, professors at Northern Arizona 
University, proposed Flagstaff, Arizona as the venue for the 2013 annual meeting.  Linn 
was asked to provide additional information at the next meeting and presented a 
PowerPoint overview to the membership covering the Flagstaff area, NAU meeting 
venue, other nearby hotels, restaurants, attractions, potential fieldtrips, and meeting dates.  
No other locations were proposed for the 2013 meeting.  Membership approved of this 
location and meeting dates of November 14-18, 2012 during the Business meeting.   

- Gorgonio Ruiz-Campos proposed Ensenada, Baja California Sur for the site of the 2014 
meeting.   

 

 



Voting on Executive Committee positions: 

- Nominations for Executive Committee:  All positions were up for re-election this year. 
The Executive Committee’s recommendation was to nominate all incumbents for all 
positions.  Stewart Reid indicated that nominations from the floor would also be 
welcomed.  

- Peter Reinthal was nominated for Membership Secretary by Alexandra Snyder, seconded 
by Tony Robinson.  Krissy declined being re-nominated. Peter Reinthal became the new 
Membership Secretary.   

- Clayton Crowder nominated himself for Program Secretary.  The nomination was 
seconded by Tony Robinson.  Melissa Trammell accepted her nomination by the 
Executive Committee.  Private ballot by membership elected Clayton Crowder.  

- Heidi Blasius accepted her nomination by the Executive Committee to continue as 
President.  No other nominations were submitted.  A show of hands by members 
indicates Heidi remains President.   

- Kathryn Boyer accepted her nomination by the Executive Committee to continue as 
Areas Coordinator.  No other nominations submitted.  A show of hands by members 
indicates Kathryn will remain Areas Coordinator  

- Phil Pister remains Executive Secretary by a show of hands.   
- Dean Hendrickson remains Proceedings Editor by a show of hands.   
- Stewart Reid remains past President.  

Call for Old Business: 

- None presented. 

Call for New Business: 

- Heidi Blasius reported that during the mid-year Executive Committee meeting strategies 
were discussed for engaging other external groups or individuals to become members.  In 
addition, we had lengthy discussions regarding the election process, the need to review 
and update the By-laws (planned for the 2012 meeting).   

Adjourn: 

Clayton Crowder moved to adjourn the business meeting. Kathryn Boyer seconded the motion 
and the meeting was adjourned at 5:35pm.   


